CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER 2020
THE PARABLE OF THE QUEEN

When the reality of COVID19 arrived
here in Windsor and we began seeing its
impact locally, we responded like many
other churches and organizations by
ceasing to gather. While our Sunday
morning gatherings were impacted,
the biggest challenge we faced was in bringing
neighbours together. COVID interrupted our
sports, our community gardens, our community
engagement, and so many other areas of
strength for us.
At the outset of COVID, missiologist Alan Hirsch
used a chess metaphor that resonated with
many faith leaders. If you want to learn to play
chess, you let your best piece (the queen) be
defeated. Then you will likely lose, but you’ll
also learn how to use all of the other pieces on
the board. When you have learned these other
pieces, you can then reintroduce using the
queen and you’ll be a better chess player.
For us, our queen wasn’t our Sunday morning
gathering; our queen was all of the activities
that brought people together to renew our city,
one neighbourhood and one street at a time.
COVID removed that queen, and it forced us to
use the other pieces on the board with greater
skill.

The story of the DWCC is one of an inside-out
church. It’s a church not contained to a building,
but spread throughout the neighbourhood,
living in walking distance of one another. It’s a
story of the church engaged in its community,
doing justice, loving kindness, and walking
humbly with God on the sidewalks of our place.
Because we love our neighbours, we embraced

the principles of staying home and staying
safe. It was out of love for the people in our
communities that we had to learn to use

other pieces on the chess board.

EVERY DAY: ORDINARY RHYTHMS

Living in walking distance of one another has
meant that we often see others in our DWCC
community throughout the neighbourhood.
As we learn to inhabit common space - parks,
cafes, playgrounds, local shops, and our
seasonal farmers market - we would frequently
run into those we love. And yet, even living in
close proximity did not mean that we would see
each other every day.
Along comes COVID, and along comes the
intentional practice of reading scripture
together every morning on Zoom. Our
scriptures shape us. The psalms shape our
prayers, proverbs shape our ethic, the gospels
shape our love for this broken and weary world
around us, and the epistles shape our love for
one another.
From there, we moved to include an evening
compline prayer together on Zoom, and every
evening we come together to pray and to
say goodnight to each other. We began using
compline prayers readily available, and this led
us to the writing of our own. DWCC community
members have contributed their own original
prayers, and we’ve paired them with saintly
individuals who have inspired the DWCC over
the years. Dorothy Day, John Wesley, Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Martin Luther King Jr, Mother
Teresa, Hildegard of Bingen, and Oscar Romero.
And more recently, we’ve begun to add our own
saints from our neighbourhood.
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Daily prayer and daily scripture. It was starting
to feel like the reimagination of the Acts 2
community, in the ordinary rhythms of that
Spirit-birthed people.

RE/ACT: ADDING TO OUR NUMBER

The Spirit does not stop working even in our
day’s uncertainties. Through a grant from the
United Way we were able to take our recovery
program RE/ACT online. In October we launched
a hybrid model with persons in class and online
through Zoom.
RE/ACT addresses addictions and illness driven
by trauma experienced in childhood. RE/ACT
provides a safe space for individuals to explore
healing from personal trauma and take back
control of their lives. This week, almost 30
people are involved in the 90-day program.
Research has shown that every person wrestling
with addiction experienced childhood trauma.
RE/ACT helps us name our stories, experience
healing and establish healthy patterns for
dealing with adversity. It is the good news for
our neighbours - hope for the hopeless, setting
the oppressed free and good news to the
captive; it’s healing from deep-seated wounds
of the past.

could get a pantry website up and running. In
that conversation, he said something that was
striking; it surprised me and left me sitting with
it all day. Roger wanted to get the website off
the ground so that more people could access
the pantry, even people who don’t live in the
neighbourhood. The reason this was striking
to me is that the pantry has a finite amount of
food to be given out, and I would have assumed
that it would make the most sense to keep that
food exclusively for neighbours. Yet, like the
feeding stories in the gospels, Roger reminded
me that we operate out of God’s abundance, not
the world’s scarcity.
Turning back to Acts 2, the resident leaders of
Glengarry’s pantry are working hard to make
sure everyone is welcomed, cared for, and is
equally provided for. They’re creating a culture
that has all things in common, with the daily
sharing of possessions and resources.

Additional research identifies isolation as an
aggravator of addictions and mental illness.
DWCC provides a loving community for those
who participate in a RE/ACT cohort, where
everyone has a chance to be valued and finds a
place to belong.
Margo reflected on the Acts 2 passage and RE/
ACT saying that each and every day, the Lord
is adding to our number those who are being
saved. This is the kingdom of heaven at work in
our downtown.

PANTRY: ALL THINGS IN COMMON

One of our responses to COVID was the
acceleration of the Glengarry Community
Pantry from an idea to a reality in a relatively
short amount of time. We needed to respond
to the growing worry of food insecurity in the
neighbourhood. Since then, it has grown and
grown under the leadership of resident leaders
Roger, Isabella, and Adrienne.

RESIDENT LEADERS ISABELLA AND ROGER PAUSING FOR A
PHOTO WITH TIM and our FRiends from Exchange Church.

LIFE TOGETHER: ZOOM AS A HOUSE
Windsor has slowly been moving toward grey
lockdown measures, and this week we officially
entered that state. Lacking a community space
has meant that even when we were allowed to
gather again in person, we remained on Zoom
for daily scripture readings, evening compline
prayers, and our weekly gathering on Sunday.
When we read the Acts 2 passage, we see that
the community was together in each other’s
homes daily. Their pattern of sharing life
together was an everyday occurrence.

This past week Roger reached out to see if we
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For the season of advent, we’ve been taking
the month as ‘fallow month’, exploring a liturgy
of slowing down and resting together. This is
by design, as we lean into the upside-down
kingdom of Jesus. When the dominant culture
ramps up into the busy season of commercial
Christmas, we slow down to make time and
space for each other and for Christ in our lives.
One of the intentional practices we’ve
embraced for the season of advent is that of
changing the shape of our weekly gathering
to see Zoom as a house. Each week we create
breakout rooms of various rooms in a house: the
kitchen, the dining, and the living room. There
are different activities in each room, and we
share life together over those activities.
The kitchen is a place of baking, decorating
gingerbread, or making salt dough ornaments
together, and it’s full of sharing the joys and
stresses of the week. The living room is for
lighthearted games and laughter, as we could all
use a bit of laughter during this tough season.
And the dining room is for discussion and
reflection around scripture. It’s not the same as
being together in person, but there is something
wonderful about sharing the ordinary rhythms
of life together in our homes and at our weekly
Sunday gathering.

lives personally and corporately.”

-Tim Dickau

Jonathan Wilson Hartgrove offered us the
image of rooted radicals, with both of these
words stemming from the latin word radix. It
seemed a fitting description of this community
of ragamuffins living in walking distance of one
another, rooted in the neighbourhood, shaped
by a radically different ethos than the culture
around us.
To us, it felt like coming home. New monasticism
has helped us understand ourselves better,
and it’s given language to all of the incredible
adventures we’ve had these past ten years.
When we reflect on the twelve marks of new
monasticism, we see so much of our story. From
radical hospitality homes to contemplative
practices for our souls, from a commitment to
this radical way of being to living in walking
distance of one another and sharing economic
resources - we see and know that this is who we
have always been.
You can read more about the twelve marks on
our website: www.dwcc.ca/new-monasticism

RADICALly ROOTED DOWNTOWN

After a decade of faithful presence in downtown
Windsor - a decade that’s been characterized
by creativity and experimentation - COVID
offered us a chance to slow down and reflect.
With community development grants ending
back in March, we said goodbye to some of
our amazing staff and we asked the question
‘what’s next?’
Meanwhile, Bob entered into his Doctoral
program through Northern Seminary, and this
led to expanding conversation partners and
ministry peers. These peers pointed us toward
the language of new monasticism, a movement
of Christians who live out and practice twelve
distinct marks together in community.
“Clearly, we didn’t set out to become a “new
monastic” church; instead, like practitioners
across the Western church, we realized that the
gospel called us to a more radical commitment
in the face of the cultural forces misshaping our

ON sunday NOVember 8, we walked the neighbourhood
LAMENTING RACIAL DIVISION, ASKING HOW WE CAN BE A
COMMUNITY of RECONCILIATION in our city.

725 COMMUNAL DISCERNMENT

In 2013 in response to the need of women
living in precarious conditions we opened the
Women’s Community House providing safe
and affordable housing for women. It was an
enactment of “sharing all things in common”.
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This fall season we began a process of listening
to the Spirit as a community as to its future. We
spent a week of evenings on Zoom reflecting
on Acts 2:42-47 through the practice of lectio
Divina. Waiting patiently before springing into
action, we long to learn how to slow down and
sense as clearly as possible God’s intentions for
this resource.
With the help of a third party consultant,
we diverged wide, dreaming of all of the
possibilities of what could be, always pausing
to ask what the Spirit is up to in our communal
imagination.
Our next step is to converge on a few specific
ideas that flowed from the practice of lectio
Divina and diverging. Will the house nurture
hope in a difficult season? Will it nourish
belonging and value? Will it help us embody the
twelve marks on new monasticism with greater
fervor and joy?
Beyond the future use of the Women’s House,
we are exploring the practice of communal
decision making by practicing listening
together to the Spirit’s disruptive work in our
neighbourhoods and God’s calling for our
participation in his reconciling work.

And of course we picture the life-changing
work of RE/ACT happening in that space, where
cohorts of people come together to do the hard
work of healing from addiction and complex
trauma.
Our biggest challenge is finding a space that
would host all of those dreams, and be rooted
in the heart of our downtown core. Would you
join us in praying for the actualization of this
dream?

THANK YOU FROM BOB & MARGO

As we reflected on the Acts 2 passage we
found that there was a communal longing for
the awe and wonder that was experienced by
those early days of the Church. Sunday as
we gathered together on Zoom we expressed
‘gratitudes’ for answers to prayer – new
homes for people moving in and out of the
city; healings both physically and in restored
relationships – signs of the disruptive work of
the Spirit in our neighbourhoods.
Thank you for participating with us in
supportive prayer, gifts, and with your finances.
May this be an encouragement to you as you
have been to us in 2020.

BOILER ROOM HOSPITALITY

One of our great hopes for this coming decade
is that we would finally have a place to call
home for our community. We’ve had an office in
the past, but it was always more of a place for
the work of community development.
When we let ourselves dream, we picture
a space that is a house of prayer for our
downtown and for our city. Perhaps there’s a
boiler room prayer ministry in the basement,
interceding for churches and ministries in our
city.
We also picture a centre for hospitality
and welcome, where people can gather in
community for those daily ordinary (and
extraordinary) rhythms of reading scripture and
praying together.
We also picture radical hospitality, where there’s
a place for the stranger and safety for the
newcomer.
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